
WOMEN IN PHILANTHROPY IS A FUND OF COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE LOWCOUNTRY 

2019 Grant Projects  

"Preserving Our Lowcountry Heritage and History" 

Presented in the following order: 

ABLE Foundation, aka The Disabilities Foundation of Beaufort 

Arts Center of Coastal Carolina 

Coastal Discovery Museum 

Foundation for Educational Excellence 

Heritage Library Foundation 

Mitchelville Preservation Project 

The Penn Center  



Organization: Disabilities Foundation of Beaufort
100 Clearwater Way; Beaufort, SC  29906

Mission: To provide a safe and healthy learning   
environment & supported community inclusion activities 
for children and adults with the most severe developmental 
disabilities in Beaufort County while simultaneously 
providing qualified, affordable care for their families.

Service Area:  Beaufort County



Heritage Outreach

∗ The WIP grant for our Heritage Outreach program has 
allowed us to do six events that have been educational 
while at the same time enjoyable for our consumers.   

∗ Today we will discuss two of these events.



∗ Learned to cook local food: cabbage & rice, shrimp 
and grits, macaroni & cheese, and corn bread. 

∗ Participated in every aspect of the process from 
preparing the food to cooking and cleaning up.

∗ Learned about the history of growing & harvesting 
rice, growing vegetables & throwing a shrimp net.  

Cooking Lessons Gullah Grub 
Restaurant





∗ They toured the facilities at Village Creek and learned about 
how the seafood industry works from harvesting to selling 
and all of the guidelines they must follow.

∗ Shrimp being unloaded from the boat and processed. 

∗ Oysters were washed and bagged for sale.

∗ Consumers enjoyed being there and to learn how seafood 
comes from the local rivers to the stores and restaurants.

Sea Eagle Market





Allocation of remaining 
$1,257 funds

Staff guided tour of local historical places
Consumers will be provided with a disposable camera to take pictures.  Staff will provide 
info on each place.  We will have the film developed & consumers can make a collage.   

Cameras $180.
Develop film                                                $225.
Lunch at Shrimp Shack $252.

SubTotal $657.

Exhibition/Instruction on how to make crab pots
Craig Reeves from Sea Eagle Market will do a demo  on making crab pots.  
We may be able to do a shrimp boat tour as well   SubTotal $360                           

Sea Island Carriage Tour
Carriage tour of downtown Beaufort                    SubTotal $240.

Grand Total         $1,257



∗ Our consumers have learned a wide variety of 
lessons and historical facts about our local history 
and heritage. These opportunities offered them 
unique and memorable moments, not to mention a 
lot of fun along the way……staff too! 

∗ Thank You!

We appreciate this opportunity!



Located on Hilton Head Island, the 
Arts Center of Coastal Carolina’s 

mission is to enrich and benefit the 
community through the arts.
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Service Area includes Lowcountry Region of

Beaufort, Hampton, Jasper and Colleton Counties.



1) A Gullah history and sweetgrass baskets artist in residence program for elementary schools in 
Beaufort County 
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2) A Gullah sweetgrass baskets professional development workshop for teachers

3) Guest artist Gullah storyteller/singer Natalie Daise’s participation at the free community 
outreach festival "A Taste of Gullah“

4) Free Family Gullah Festival at Hilton Head Island School for the Creative Arts



PART 1

A Gullah history and sweetgrass
baskets artist in residence 
program for 3rd graders in 
elementary schools across 
Beaufort County 
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PART 2

A Gullah sweetgrass baskets 
professional development 
workshop for teachers, held at 
May River High School February 
14, 2020
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PART 3

Guest artist Gullah 
storyteller/singer Natalie 
Daise’s participation at the free 
community outreach festival "A 
Taste of Gullah“
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PART 4

Free Family Gullah Festival at 
Hilton Head Island School for 
the Creative Arts
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Thanks to the generous support of 
Women in Philanthropy,

the Arts Center of Coastal Carolina was able to provide

2,233 services 

To youth, adults, educators, schools and community 
through the FY2019 

Preserving Gullah Culture and History
WIP grant program.
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Thanks to the generous support of 
our donors and foundations such as Women in Philanthropy,

the Arts Center of Coastal Carolina has provided  

283,231 services 

To youth, adults, educators, schools and community 
since opening its doors in March 1996.
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For more information on education programs contact:

Alana Adams

Sr. Director of Education

aadams@artshhi.com

843-686-3945, Ext. 205
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Sweetgrass Baskets: 
Weaving Gullah History 
and
Heritage

FY2019 Women in Philanthropy Grant 
Program

Coastal Discovery Museum 

70 Honey Horn Dr. Hilton Head SC 29926

The Coastal Discovery Museum Inspires 
People to Care for the Lowcountry



Complete Sweetgrass patch near Heritage Garden 

• 100 plants in ground, spring 2020
• 66 survived and thrived over 

summer

• 50 Additional plants, fall 2020
• All have survived and blooming

• Additional plants will be added 
every year

• This garden will provide local
basket makers with the materials 
for 150 baskets starting June 2021

• Cost $1,825



Teaching School Groups

• Although this was not a funded 
component of the grant, we feel that it is 
still important to reach schools and are 
working with Native Basket Sewers to do 
school programming as soon as possible.

• Teacher Training falls under our adult 
audience grant and was set for March 21, 
2020 and cancelled when schools closed 
due to Covid on March 16.  It has been 
rescheduled for March 2021.

• Total cost for teacher training is $1300 
and we have encumbered this funding for 
2021



Develop and Implement a Series of Adult Classes 
Taught by Gullah Basket Makers to Train Future 
Weavers

• Sweetgrass Basket Classes for Adults
• 139 Individuals reached
• 51 From Hilton Head/Bluffton
• 88 From out of state

• Additional Classes in Spring were 
postponed to Spring 2021

• Total payments to Gullah Basket 
Makers
• $7,923

• Anticipated Spring 2021 Expense
• $6,657



Museum Signage

• This second sign’s 
hardware is ready and 
the final design is in 
development. It will 
focus on the basket-
makers and recognize 
WIP support. 

• This project was granted $2,000 for a single 
sign at this cost and has completed one sign 
and is in the process of developing a second. 



Thank you for supporting Gullah Basket Sewers 
and 
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Whale Branch Middle School
Archeology Club

Revolution in the Lowcountry 
Grant funded by Women in Philanthropy, Hilton Head SC

In the beginning….

Skills students have learned as a result of the generous grant from 
Women in Philanthropy, Hilton Head SC

• Scientifically survey and analyze their site and the artifacts found 
there, including 

• Identification of site
• Recording artifacts as they are excavated
• Learn how to measure, analyze, and interpret their findings
• Support their work with technological and computer skills

• Create a portable “museum” kiosk to showcase their skills at local
festivals and markets

• Explore their heritage through investigation of the history of 
Rouplemond Plantation (the site on which Whale Branch Middle 
School is located).

Revolution in the 
Lowcountry
Whale Branch Middle 
School Archeology Club
Funded by Women in 
Philanthropy 2020

Port Royal 
Farmers Market 
our school team 
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10/21/2020
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Pictures taken at the Port Royal Farmers’ Market. The 
WWMS Revolution in the Lowcountry kiosk will 
participate in the Beaufort Water Festival and various 
public “markets” around the county.

Understanding 
GPS 
Triangulation

Survey the excavation area

Pecan Grove

Whale Branch River

Slave Quarters-Privy
Area

Creek as 
depicted on 
old map

Field work
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Battle of 
Beaufort
history

Drone mapping of the Whale 
Branch Middle School site and 
the related site (approximately 
one mile from the school) of the 
Battle of Beaufort was completed 
by Robert Gecy Photography, 
Beaufort, SC. Several views will 
be enlarged and mounted for 
display in the WBMS museum.

Through the generosity of Dr. Daniel George Battle, the archeologist working on the grant team, The 
WBMS Archeology Club has obtained historic artifacts associated with Rouplemond Plantation & the 
Beaufort area in general. The Battle family has granted us permanent custody of these items. All items 
originated in Beaufort County, SC.

• All items will be prepared for display in the museum. 
• Items will be identified as to approximate age
• Items will be identified as to origin, where possible
• Items will be properly mounted and encased where appropriate to prevent

deterioration.
• All items will be part of a rotating exhibition at the school museum

The Whale Branch 
Middle School
Archeology Club 
Museum 
Collection
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Whale Branch Middle School
Archeology Club Museum Collection

Original bills of sale from Rouplemond Plantation

Yoke used in farming. Worn by either 
horse, cow or oxen

Harness Collar worn by a horse when 
hitched to a wagon

Whale Branch 
Middle School

Archeology 
Club Museum 

Collection

Whale Branch Middle School
Archeology Club Museum Collection

• Antique carder used to prepare 
materials such as cotton or wool to get the
material ready for processing into thread.

Block print of African American Woman

Drawing of children, probable residents of 
Rouplemond Plantation

Whale Branch 
Middle School
Archeology 
Club Museum 
Collection
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With the guidance of Mrs. Jennifer Woods, Assistant Principal at WBMS, students have 
visited several local museums and archeological sites. Additional activities in which students 
will participate as they work on developing their museum will include:

• Researching and developing 
presentations of daily activities 
on Rouplemond plantation

• Oral history interviews of 
people with knowledge through 
their family history of the 
plantation. 

• Creation of a website for the 
museum assisted by the WBMS 
Tech team.

Probably the most important knowledge students have learned
and continue to learn due to this grant include:

• Students have explored their personal heritage as it relates to their 
ancestors who were enslaved at Rouplemond Plantation.

• Students have connected with their grandparents many of whom 
have passed on knowledge gained from their parents.

• Students have learned how to present their knowledge to a wide
audience when participating in the kiosk field trips to community 
events.

• Students have acquired leadership skills.

17 18



T H E  H E R I T A G E  L I B R A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N  

2 0 2 0  W O M E N  I N  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  G R A N T  

Expanding Access to History & 
Ancestry in the Lowcountry 



Overview 

 The Heritage Library Foundation 
 501 (c)(3) History and Research Center located at 2 Corpus Christi, Suite 

100 Hilton Head Island 
 Own, maintain and preserve 2 historic sites – Fort Mitchel and Zion 

Chapel of Ease Cemetery 

 Mission 
 The Heritage Library Foundation is established to promote and 

preserve local history and the study of genealogy. The Foundation’s 
mission includes: 
 Maintaining the Heritage Library, a history and ancestry research center 
 Preserving historic sites: Fort Mitchel and Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery 
 Facilitating activities that promote the study and enjoyment of history 

and ancestry 

 Updated Technology 
 The Library used the funding to update and upgrade technology in 

support of our mission and focused on library patron and researcher use. 



It’s About Research 

 Completed a reconstruction of the local 1890 census 
in partnership with NSDAR 

 Expanded research into life on Hilton Head Island 
during Reconstruction – People, Land Sales, 
Occupations and Education 

 Worked with more than 1,100 visitors to the Library 
as they explored their family histories 



It’s About Collaboration 

 Expanding our research capabilities through the use 
of updated and upgraded technology helped us to: 

 Work with Campbell AME Church –research the history of the 
church and its founding members 

 Provide classes, program and events presented in partnership 
with OLLI, Coastal Discovery Museum, Mitchelville, Hilton 
Head Island Land Trust, The Gullah Museum of Hilton Head 
Island, The Town of Hilton Head Island - Office of Cultural 
Affairs and more. 

 Present programs in local schools including field trips and 
class presentations. 



It’s About Preserving Our Past – Local History & 
Family History 

Heritage Library Foundation May 2020 

 

And sharing it across our community 



Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park 
229 Beach City Road, Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Creating the Mitchelville Community Imprint 
Women In Philanthropy 2020



OUR MISSION
The Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park 

(HMFP) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

whose mission is:  To preserve, promote and 

honor Historic Mitchelville, the first self-

governed town of formerly enslaved people 

in the United States.



Due to the generous support of Women In 
Philanthropy, Historic Mitchelville Freedom 
Park (HMFP) was able to effectively implement 
the “Creating the Mitchelville Community 
Imprint project during the Summer of 2019.   
Funding from WIP helped to support wages for 
our Field Director, Katherine (Katie) Seeber, her 
staff: Ben Heckman, Mark Richter, Wei Ho Ng 
and Emily Sainz and to offset unforeseen costs 
for lodging.



The team was on site for six weeks 
during June and July of 2019 in order 
to:
•Excavate the “back side” of the 

church to determine length of the 
structure 
•Several small excavations to 
determine locations of homes 
•Magnetometry / sonar surveys as 
well as excavations to locate the 
General Store.



The 2019 field and lab season produced a wealth of 

archaeological information about Historic Mitchelville, 

much of which we are still processing and analyzing. In 

total last summer, The team excavated fully 27 1x1 meter 

test units, 16 shovel test pits, and collected 5 60+ minute 

oral histories. That has so far produced 1300 + artifacts 

(about 400 of which are Colonoware), which includes 

several Civil War era objects. 

A combination of 12 undergraduate and graduate students 

have worked in the Binghamton archaeology lab to wash, 

sort, catalogue, and analyze artifacts and micro-artifact 

soil samples. This research has produced several 

presentations and papers so far.   Further research is 

necessary to fully uncover the location of the General 

Store.  The majority of the research was spent on 

confirming the Church location and examining the 

discovery of a 4000-year old archaic presence.



Over the course of the Summer, the archaeological team and docents 

interacted with 1,477 people.



The Creating the Mitchelville Community Imprint sign prepped for 

installation in the Park



Special thanks to 

For making this project possible.  Due to the research in 
Summer 2019, Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park was able to 
complete the Interpretive Design for its Master Plan. 





(YWB interior before, with 
old worn-out carpet)



(YWB interior before, with 
old worn-out carpet)





(YWB interior after, with 
new flooring)



(First program held in remodeled space – Charlotte Forten Day, local youth 
perform reenactments of historical Penn Center figures – October 2019)



(First program held in remodeled space – Charlotte Forten Day, local youth 
perform reenactments of historical Penn Center figures – October 2019)
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